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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This report is a contribution to the ongoing debate about whether the
authorizations in Title 10 of the U.S. Code for general and flag officers (G/FOs) specify appropriate numbers
and pay grades. Congress has not revised G/FO authorizations since 1996. The report addresses, in particular,
the issues of whether the numbers and/or pay grades of G/FOs in the reserve component (RC) are
commensurate with the increasing reliance upon the reserve forces in military operations, and whether G/FO
strength in the RC is equitable compared to G/FO strength in the active component (AC). The report sheds light
on these questions by examining current Title 10 authorizations and their near-term background and by
providing a longer-term historical account of the fluctuations in G/FO levels in the AC over the entire post-World
War Il period. The report proposes that the salient concerns when G/FO levels are considered for the AC and the
RC, respectively, have always differed. In the AC, the preoccupation tends to be with the size of the G/FO corps.
Appropriate size is viewed as a function in part of the overall size of the force, and is often measured as a
troop-to-officer ratio or proportion. In the RC, the preoccupation is with the degrees of institutional power that
the RC s top officers can wield within the Pentagon and other decision-making venues. This preoccupation with
greater institutional power or voice has mainly translated over the years into campaigns to increase the
authorizations and opportunities for reserve G/FOs to serve above the two-star level, rather than campaigns to
increase the overall size of the reserve G/FO corps. This different preoccupation, with G/FO pay grades rather
than numbers in turn...
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