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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 edition. Excerpt: .Airplane Saves Grain Firm Unable to arrange for the routing
of several hundred carloads of grain as a result of the destruction of telegraph and telephone lies by the recent
storm which swept the Middle West, a Grand Island, Nebr., firm of grain merchants saved itself several
thousands of dollars as a result of the efficiency of the airplane. The Highland Grain Company of Grand Island,
Nebr., whose operations extend into Wyoming, Montano and Idaho, had many contracts to fill before the
emergency freight rate, made on account of conditions brought on by the severe draught last season, was
discontinued by the railroads on April 1. On March 29, a severe wind and sleet storm completely cut off all
telegraph and telephone communications in Nebraska, leaving the company without means of notifying its
trade as to billing. J. H. H ghland, manager and owner of the Highland Grain Company, unable to use the mails
because of the necessity of prompt action chartered a Cu r tis s Oriole airplane from the Grand Island Aero
Company, distributors of Curtiss airplanes in Nebraska, and Pilot Earle Barnes, accompanied by V. M.
Woodhead, one of the officials of the grain company, started out on a 500-mile trip. They visited all points in
Nebraska from which they had grain to be moved, gave instructions as to shipping and as a result were able to
fulfill every contract prior to the expiration of the drought rate....
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