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abstract: Without a doubt, the Victorian age can be considered
as a very vibrant era, an age of change and development, a time
of expansion, reforms and of technological and scientific
advance. It was only natural that these changes would affect the
traditional religious and social beliefs and conventions, as well.
The conventional gender system with its strict hierarchy and role
expectations was mostly still intact and sexuality and
corporeality were considered to be taboo subjects. Nevertheless,
it was exactly this attempt to avoid sexuality and gender topics
which led to sometimes excessive discussions about these issues,
for example the so called 'Great Evil' of prostitution and related
to that the enforcement of the Contagious Disease Acts in the
1860s. These discussions, however, made many Victorians - for
example the 'New Women' that formed the basis for the later on
emerging feminism -...
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